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Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus  

Christ for the transformation of the world. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

9:30  Coffee Fellowship 

10:00  Worship Service  

 

Church Office Hours 
Mon —Thurs   

 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  
 

Contact us at: 
 

gfwesley@midconetwork.com 
 

701-772-1869 
 

To contact  Pastor Jeff Lathrop: 
 

jeff.lathrop@midconetwork.com 

or 

605-682-9447  (cell) 
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Pastor Jeff is the Pastor of Wesley United 

Methodist Church of Grand Forks and the 

Conference Coordinator on Youth Ministry for the 

Dakotas Conference. He has 20 years of 

experience in church ministry, both as a youth 

pastor and pastor and considers himself a 

byproduct of the Dakotas United Methodist 

Conference. Pastor Jeff grew up in Aberdeen, 

SD and was very active within his local church. 

He was a member of both the District and 

Conference Councils on Youth Ministry, which 

he now oversees, and attributes his call to ministry to the 

opportunities he was given at First United Methodist Church of 

Aberdeen, the Dakotas Camping Program, and the local Boys and 

Girls Club.  

During Pastor Jeff’s time in ministry, he has found that he enjoys 

teaching, preaching, and counseling both those within the local 

church he serves and the community. He graduated from Sioux Falls 

Seminary with his Masters of Divinity on May 13th of 2017, has a 

certification in Youth and Theology from Princeton Theological 

Seminary, and graduated from Jamestown College in 2001 with a 

Bachelor of Arts in Religion and Philosophy.  

He has been happily married to Holly, who is a special education 

teacher within the Grand Forks School District, since 2007 and they 

are both proud parents of their children: Noah and Izaiah.  
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Capital Campaign Update 

Thanks to the generosity and faith in the future of Wesley by you, 
the members and friends of our church, our capital campaign has 
generated over $200,000 in cash and pledges to date.  Some of that 
money is already being used to pay down the mortgage on the Wes-
ley parsonage, with only about $125,000 now owed on a $350,000 
home.  Other funds have been added to an investment account to 
be available for any future emergency needs, while we will have 
money available to begin one or more renovation projects in the 
church after the Leadership Team finalizes its consideration of vari-
ous possibilities.  If you did not provide a pledge, it’s not too late to 
participate.  Pledge cards are on the table at the Welcome Center in 
the lobby or you can just e-mail our treasurer, John Galegher, with 
your commitment to gfwesley@midconetwork.com. 
 

 
 

Thank You! 

Please accept the gratitude of Gail and I for your wonderful support 

during this past year, for the many cards and letters of love, and for 

the very special gift made to the Spirit Lake Ministry Center on our 

behalf.  It has been a great privilege to return to our church home 

to serve as pastor once again; and we look forward to a time in the 

future when we might join you in the pews as we worship and cele-

brate the pastoral service of Jeff and Holly Lathrop.  As I enter re-

tirement, yet again, it is my fervent prayer that you will provide 

them with the care and support that we have enjoyed, so that the 

coming years may be a wonderful time of 

growth in faithful discipleship at Wesley. 

When you provide an offering that should go toward your capital campaign 

pledge, please indicate that on the memo line of your check so that proper 

accounting can be made for your donation. 

mailto:gfwesley@midconetwork.com
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1 Eric Jose 

 Hunter Kiefel 

  3 Matthew Ernst 

 Sara Juneau 

 Michael Aubol 

  6 Richard Ellis 

  7 Danielle Holm 

 Eliese Baird 

  9 Ryan Scheevel 

10 Melissa Ernst 

 Paige Bloom 

11 Jacob Iiams 

12 Myles Baird 

13 Brad Westman 

 Ben Holien 

 Jakob Sturges 

15 Holly Lathrop 

16 Cathy Nielsen 

 Gail Steckman 

17 Dan Rice 

 Jeff Van Looy 

 Xavier Petrick 

18 Dora Graham 

19 Barbara Spicer 

20 Marian Van Duyn 

21 Nicholas McConnell 

22 Aileen Sandwick 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22 Abbi Sturges 

 Taylor Mero 

25 Ron Elliott 

 Larry Machart 

 Chad Goetz 

27 Denise Bischoff 

28  Dave Kiefel 

 Andy Nielsen 

 Brittany Peterson 

 Tanner Kiefel 

30 Bill Hutchison 

 Rich Curtis 

 James Kerzman 

31 Donna Hutchison 

  

 

  

 

 
 

  2 Burt & Dora Graham 

  5 John & Joyce Kramer 

  8 Keith & Tamara Rutherford 

 Justin & Katie Kilmer 

12 Stephen & Tanya Murphy 

16 Greg & Tracy Wicken 

22 Terry Larson & Naomi Yaeger 

23 Jeff & Brooke Van Looy 

25 Jay & Linda Croy 

 

  



 5 

 

 

 

 

Summer has arrived and Wesley has recognized this by switching to 
one Sunday service. While many members take some time away 
from Grand Forks, I urge you to continue to remember your com-
mitment to Wesley, through attendance, service and giving. Our 
expenses at Wesley do go down some in the summer, but we need 
you to continue your financial support during the summer months 
as well. If you could pay ahead on your financial commitment, it 
would be helpful. Please consider signing up for electronic giving 
so that you become a regular contributor. You can do this through 
the church website at www.gfwesley.org  or contact the church of-
fice for assistance. You can now use electronic giving to make your 
contribution towards the Capital Campaign as well. Go to the web-
site and select the Parsonage Purchase fund for your gift.  Thank you 
for your financial support of Wesley and its ministries. Our work 
doesn’t take the summer off, so please support your church. 
                      John Galegher, Treasurer 

Treasurer’s News 

 

With Gratitude and Appreciation to Pastor Jerry and Gail 

We would like to say a special thank you to Pastor Jerry for his 
year as our interim pastor. We are grateful for Pastor Jerry's will-
ingness to answer the call to return to Wesley when the lake and 
retirement were within sight. Because of his willingness to serve 
Wesley once again, we are better prepared to live into our mission. 
Jerry and Gail, for your leadership and, especially, for your love, we 
thank you! A special mission donation to Spirit Lake Ministries will 
be given in honor of Jerry and Gail's service.  

Thanks so much, 

Jessica Zerr, Servant Leadership Team Chair 

http://www.gfwesley.org
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A potluck will be held for those youth who will be in Grades 6-12 next 
year, along with their parents, at Riverside Park in Grand Forks,  
Shelter #2, on Sunday, August 19, starting at 12:00 p.m.  We will have 
a meal with our new pastor, Jeff Lathrop, and discuss what we would 
like to do for the upcoming year.  The pool opens at 1:00 p.m. for 
swimming.  Any eligible Wesley youth who would like to swim will 
have free admission – just let Kellie Burgess know.  Any additional fam-
ily members will be responsible for their own admission for swim-
ming.  Activities will conclude at 3:00 p.m. 
I will contact parents later this summer to get a sign-up as to who’s 
bringing what so we don’t have three bowls of potato salad and no 
buns for the hot dogs!!  If you already know what you would like to 
contribute, please inform Kellie Burgess or Laurie Guy. 

The leaders are looking forward to catching up with our youth as well 
as hearing your ideas and suggestions for the coming year.  I hope you 
all continue to have a safe, fun-filled, glorious summer.   

                             Kellie Burgess 

A report from 2018 UMW Assembly from Judy Christy 

I had the opportunity to attend the 2018 United Methodist Women 
Assembly in Columbus, OH held May 18-20.  There were 5 women 
from our Northeast District that attended; 27 from our Dakotas Con-
ference; and together with other districts and Conferences from 
around the world, there were over 6,000 people in attendance.  The 
theme for this year’s Assembly was “The Power of Bold” which was 
repeated in wonderful worship experiences, keynote speakers, work-
shops and other presentations.  It also helps to equip United Method-
ist Women for action on our four priority issues which are: Economic 
Inequality; Climate Justice; Mass Incarceration and Criminalization of 
Communities of Color; and Maternal and Child Health.  Assembly is 
held every four years and will be in Orlando, FL in 2020. 

For more information about UMW Assembly or anything UMW, go to 
their web site at unitedmethodistwome.org.   

Youth Group 

http://unitedmethodistwome.org
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Welcome Brunch 

United Methodist Women will provide a brunch on July 1.  We 
hope that everyone will plan to be in attendance to meet and 
greet Jeff Lathrop and Holly, Noah, and Izaiah, as we join 
together to welcome them and enjoy fellowship during the 
meal. 
 

United Methodist Women recently purchased 7 new reading 
books and placed them in the library for anyone to read. 

They are as follows: 

50 Women Every Christian Should Know (learning form Heroines 
of the faith) 

Good Health Good Life (12 keys to enjoying physical and 
spiritual wellness) 

Pig Park 

Wonder 

Unplugged 

Passing It On (How to nurture your children’s faith) 

Stick Up For Yourself (Children) 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR UMW: 

JULY 19-22—Mission u, University of Jamestown 

AUGUST 7—Picnic in Lincoln Park 

AUGUST 25—NE  District Meeting, Watertown, SD, First UMC 

OCTOBER 20—Bazaar 
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                     OFFERING RECEIVED  

                 2017      2018 

Prepaid           

Pledges          $860.00     $5,780.00      

January   $30,008.22   $21,211.31 

February   $17,884.95   $17,843.01 

March   $21,161,86   $15,372.00 

April    $25,012.07   $20,381.05 

May    $23,298.36   $14,186.11 

June    $19,875.01   $16,351.03 

July    $20,196.81 

August   $13,769.38 

September  $16,844.35 

October   $21,174.21 

November $15,899.90 

December  $32,758.61 

________________________________    

   Total      $258,743.73    $105,344.51 

          

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  
 

June 3   79 

June 10   62 

June 17   62 

June 24   95 

 

 

 
 

Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. 

Quilting, Room 305.  

Everyone is Welcome! 

For questions,  

call Helen DeMaster  

 701.772.3584 

 

 

 

 

Gardener(s) Needed 
 

We are in need of a caretaker or 

group of persons (Wesley Garden 

Club?) to care for the flower 

beds and other plantings on our 

church grounds. Please consider 

this as your mission call for our 

church.  Perhaps you might make 

it a fun experience by having 

some of your friends join in the 

effort.  This takes only a few 

short months a year. Call the 

church office if this is something 

you can do. 
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VOLUNTEERS 

 IN MISSION  

JOURNEY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dominican Republic  

February 15-25, 2019  

THE TRIP 
 Flame of Faith UMC of West Fargo, ND is planning a Volunteer 

In Mission Journey to the Dominican Republic.  The trip is 

scheduled for February 15-25, 2019 (actual dates may vary by a 

day or two depending on airfare).  We will be working with 

Gordy and Ardell Graner.   

 Carol Knodle, a member of Flame of Faith UMC has volun-

teered to serve as the team leader.  She can be contacted for 

more information or questions at:  

      Carol Knodle 

      2202 34½ Ave S 

      Fargo ND 58104 

      Phone: 701-232-4468-(h) 

            701-799-9468 (c) 

      Email: merrilkno@aol.com 
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Meeting called to order at 7:15 p.m 

Present: Pastor Jerry Bass, Jessica Zerr (Chair), Rick Asche, John Galegher, 

Berniece Holm, John Martin, Brittany Peterson, Andrea Snortland. 

Not present: Judy Christy, Bill Kerzman, Kelsey Tretter, Kyle Whitcomb 

Devotion: Pastor Jerry discussed issues related to the February 2019 Called 

General Conference and led prayer for the church, its leaders, and the delegates 

who will then convene in St. Louis.  

Approval of March 2018 meeting minutes: Motion by John Galegher, sec-

ond by Berniece Holm, to approve the minutes. Motion adopted without oppo-

sition. 

Old Business/reports 

1. Status of the Capital Campaign – Pastor Jerry: 

-  $184,300 pledged to-date, with about one fourth already received 

in cash 

-      38 pledges (nearly half of the currently contributing households) 

-  Pastor Jerry will follow-up with several who have not yet pledged 

but may provide additional significant gifts; announcement in 

church on Sunday; information in the June newsletter 

- Nearly two thirds provided by the top 25% of pledgers, one quarter 

from the next 25% (not too unusual in relation to other church 

campaigns as well as major efforts at universities) 

- The first project funded through campaign donations is installation 

of a video screen in the sanctuary. That work was completed to-

day. 

Financial Report – John Galegher:  

- Will be transferring most of the monies received toward capital 

campaign pledges to investment account until needed 

- Plan is to increase the amount paid monthly toward the parsonage 

mortgage, with intent to completely pay off within seven years 

- Offerings to-date are down a bit compared to last year at this time 

2. Parsonage Preparations: 

- Painting should be done within the week 

- Carpets will be cleaned next week 

- Discussion of amount and manner of payment for utilities; left to 

the trustees 

3. Signage Progress Report:  

- Trustees reported on possible sign design/format and cost estimate 

of approximately $600 for entrance signs/maps 

- Will proceed with this work 

 



 11 

 

 

Our summer worship schedule: 
One service at 10:00. 

4. Nepali Building Use:  

- Pastor Jerry has developed an outline of issues to be discussed 

with Nepali congregation leaders and will share that with Judy 

Christy, Rick Asche, Jessica Zerr, Marge Myrold, and Steve 

Schlasner, who will then meet to work on final proposal 

- Meeting with the Nepali leaders will be scheduled sometime in 

June 

New Business:   

 5. Pastor Jerry called into the charge conference into corporate session 

for the Wesley Endowment. The Endowment trustees nominated An-

drea Snortland for a vacant seat. The charge conference voted without 

opposition to make that appointment. Pastor Jerry then adjourned the 

corporate session and returned the agenda to Jessica Zerr. 

6. On a motion by Anne Bryson, second by John Martin, Judy Christy, 

Dave Christy, and Jessica Zerr were nominated as lay delegates to the 

2018 Dakotas Annual Conference. The motion was adopted without 

opposition. 

7. After discussion of issues related to building use by for-profit entities 

and to issues of access and supervision, it was decided to not approve 

the request for building use by Angela Schmaltz of Studio Canimus. 

8. Pastoral Transition Planning: 

- Pulpit supply will be needed for July 1 (Jeff Lathrop’s first Sunday 

at Wesley) and July 22 (he will be needed as dean of a camp at 

Lake Poinsett). Bob Boyd, Randy Cross, Mark Ellingson, and 

Connie Sherwood were suggested as possible speakers; Jessica 

will contact them. 

- A variety of possible welcoming activities were discussed, includ-

ing planting of flowers in front of the parsonage and provision of a 

variety of local gift cards (Hugo’s restaurants, movie theater, etc.). 

- The UMW will provide a pancake breakfast on July 1 to provide a 

welcoming event. 

Pastor Jerry provided a closing prayer. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

Next meeting: Wednesday, June 20, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. 
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Phone: 701-772-1869 

Fax: 701-772-1940 

E-mail: 

gfwesley@midconetwork.com 
Check out the Newsletter online at: www.gfwesley.org 
 
Worship Schedule 

See Calendar and front page for worship times 
 
Office hours: Mon. thru Thurs.. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 
Pastor: ................................................................. Pastor Jeff Lathrop 
Choir Director/Organist: ........................................ Marjorie Myrold 
Choir Accompanist: ................................................ Carol Lamberson 
Secretary: ..……………………………………………………...Rachelle Bontrager 
 
The Wesley Witness 
A publication of Wesley United Methodist Church.  Published 12 
times each year to keep members and friends informed of programs 
of the church and to report news about the Wesley family.  

 

For our Prayers --- 
 

 

We keep in our prayers Jim and Joyce Johnson and all their 

extended family as they mourn the death of Jim’s sister, Jackie. 

We offer our heartfelt sympathy also to the family and friends 

of Mayfield “Miff” Blair who passed away April 3, 2018, and 

William “Bill” Blair, who passed away on June 9, 2018. 
 

Those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities: 

At Valley 4000: Vivian and Ole Dahlen, Kyle Whitcomb’s mother 

At Country Estates: Verle Ralston 

At Valley Eldercare: Joan Bristol 

At Good Samaritan, East Grand Forks: Velma Fruetel, and 

  Charlene Kotts 

At Mapleview Memory Care: Phyllis Sand, Del Kindem  

At Parkwood Place: Helen Teske 
 

Those in Their Own Homes: 

Alice Darling, Norma Dugas, Marlo Gade, 

 Shirley Hoff, Iris Root, Carolyn Strand, Marijo Whitcomb’s  

 mother and father. 
 

If there are people, joys, or concerns that you would like to have included in 

this monthly prayer list, please email details to gfwesley@midconetwork.com. 

Please obtain permission to share. 

at  

www.gfwesley.org 

and like us on 

Facebook to keep 

up with what's 

going on at Wesley 

 


